Over 5,000 Hispanic businesses
were represented at the 3rd Annual
Convention of the United States His-
panic Chamber of Commerce in
Chicago last month. The theme
“Investing Today for a Stronger
Tomorrow” describes the philosophy
of Hispanics in business according to
Mr. Hector Barreto, President of the
national organization whose primary
goal is to create business opportuni-
ties for Hispanics. “The 53% growth of
Hispanic-owned businesses in the last
10 years presents many challenges to
us today in order to prepare for the
future. We must be aggressive in
developing a favorable business
climate so our businesses can
prosper.”

The Convention included many
prominent speakers such as James
Sanders, National Administrator of
the Small Business Administration,
Henry Zuniga, Special Assistant to
President Reagan, William Howell,
President of Miller Brewing
Company, Ed Frantel, President of
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Seven-Up, William Chaney, Presi-
dent of Avon, Manuel Lujan, Con-
gressman of New Mexico, Charles

Percy, Senator of Illinois, James
Thompson, Governor of Illinois, and
Victor Rivera, National Director of
MBDA, Department of Commerce.
Many other dignitaries and celebri-
ties attended including Gabriel Garcia
Rojas, Senator from Mexico, Manuel
Fernandez de Castro, representing the
Governor of Jalisco, Mexico, Rene
Enriquez, star of Hill Street Blues,
Carlos “Don’t drink the water”
Palomino, and Miller Lite celebrity
Steve Mizerack.

The highlight of the convention was
the address by Vice President George
Bush to an audience of 1,000. His
remarks covered many economic
issues and the Administration’s initi-
atives to alleviate the constraints to
the development of free enterprise.
The Vice President emphasized the
Administration’s interest in develop-
ing programs to benefit the Hispanic
business community. “So many

Hispanic businessmen are just getting
started. They need freedom to form
new business, to make new invest-
ments, to try new techniques of pro-
duction. Regulations destroy opport-
unity and therefore, favor businesses
that are established and big. They
take away economic freedom just
where Hispanic businessmen need
that freedom most. The President and
I are determined to help Hispanics
take up the full rights and privileges of
citizenship. We have brought
Hispanics into government. Ronald
Reagan has appointed more Hispanics
to positions of responsibility than any
previous president.”

The Vice President gave additional
examples of the administration pro-
gram.that help Hispanic businesses to
compete. He then announced the
award of a $375,000 grant to the U.S.
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce to
assist the development of Hispanic
business organizations throughout
the country.

In his concluding remarks Vice
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